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        August 1, 2020     

 

Dear Parents and Families of the Saint Denis PREP, 

 

As we begin the month of August, ordinarily our attention is moving away from the relaxing 

days of  summer to the excitement of a new school year.  However, this year for all of us is different.  

These last months have been very different for all and difficult for some.  Be assured that each of you 

and your loved ones have held a special place in our daily thoughts and prayers.  Despite these 

uncertain times, I hope that you and your loved ones have had some opportunity for relaxation over 

these summer months.   

 

As you are aware, in May the Parish enlisted the assistance of parishioners of varying 

experiences to formulate the Campus Restoration Task Force. The Task Force, under the leadership of 

Dr. PJ Brennan, Chief of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania, has worked to restore public 

worship, create protocols for safety for the entire campus, insured proper sanitation of buildings and 

has worked with various groups to discern their particular plans for the Fall. Yet the primary work of 

the Task Force has been to establish protocols for the school buildings.  The members of the Task 

Force bring a multi-disciplinary and holistic approach to all of the discussions and determinations. 

Above all else, safety has been the overarching concern and decisive component to all decisions. 

 

To this end, after much conversation, it has been determined that it would not be prudent for 

us to have in-person PREP classes for the Fall.  Out of great concern for the well-being of our 

volunteer catechists and staff, the children and your families, it has been determined that PREP will 

be conducted, with virtual assistance, at home.  This decision will be revisited at the conclusion of the 

first semester.   

 

Sister Rose Caritas has created a schedule of lessons that correlate to the textbook with virtual 

assistance accessible through the textbook publisher website and the You Tube platform.  It is the 

intention that each grade will have in-person program/presentation at least once through this semester.  

There will be no tuition for PREP for the First Semester but there will be a fee of $50.00 per 

student for the textbook and other fees associated with the program.   

 

At this time, the CYO Program has not been given any direction other than Fall sports may not 

begin until September 1, 2020. This, too, is a date and decision that is not final.  However, should the 

CYO sports program resume, the parish requirement that all CYO participants be registered in PREP 

is not dispensed for the Fall or Spring.   



Sister Rose Caritas will be communicating further with you about this year’s PREP program, 

registration and the curriculum.  There will be more information sent to the families of our 2nd, 3rd 

and 7Th graders regarding the upcoming celebration of the Sacraments of First Penance, First 

Eucharist and Confirmation.  

 

Yes, these days have called all of us to a spirit of patience and acceptance.  These are not 

always easy virtues but we ask for the Lord’s assistance to open our hearts to His presence so as to 

find peace, share peace and become peace to one another.  As always, please be assured of my 

prayers for you and your family.  If there is anything that I may be able to assist you with during this 

time please do not hesitate to be in touch with me.  With prayerful best wishes, I remain 

 

       

       Sincerely Yours in Christ Jesus, 

        

        

  


